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Tonérstjejer syns och diskuteras alltmer i media och i forskning, men idrottande tonérstjejer har ofta
negligerats. | dennabok stér dessa tjejers egna berattel ser —om sig iavaoch varandra—i centrum. Under
drygt ett halvar f6ljde Julia Ronnbéck en grupp baskettjejer mellan 15 och 18 &r pa styrketraningar,
baskettraningar och matcher, och vid forflyttningar daremellan. Med en feministisk utgangpunkt analyserar
hon hur tjgjerna— som befinner sig i mellanrummet mellan barndom och vuxenhet — skapar och férhandlar
genus och femininitet.

Varfor talar baskettjejer ofta om kropp, och vad menar de nér de anvander ordet " biff” ? Varfor viker de upp
shortsen innan matcher ska spelas, och vad gor de mer i omkladningsrummet? Varfor skainte benen vara
korsade pa banken i anslutning till match, och vad hander om de korsas?

Det ar val typiskt tjgjer —om basket, kropp och femininitet riktar blicken mot dessa frégor. Bland baskettjejer
och i studien & kroppen central, kropparna knuffar pa sava andra baskettjejkroppar som inneborder av
femininitet inom idrott. For tjgjernaoch i studien & ocksa de idrottsliga rummen viktiga; deras forhandlingar
av genus sker i och mellan idrottens rum och i rum utanfor idrotten, pa sitt som glider in i och 6msesidigt
paverkar varandra.

English abstract:

The aim of this dissertation is to analyse how a group of female basketball players—aged 15 to 18 and
located in one of Sweden’slargest cities — construct and negotiate gender and femininity through bodily and
verbal practices. The study is grounded in poststructuralist theories — primarily using the theoretical work of
the philosophers Judith Butler and Michel Foucault. The methods used are qualitative: participant
observations, interviews and written dial ogues via Facebook. The writing method used is ethnographic
fiction.

Thefirst part of the analysis shows how the female basketball players frequently talk about appearance and
also how they repeatedly talk about the fleshier matters of the body — such as muscles and fat. These
recurrent verbal practices are parts of the processes through which the girls construct gender and femininity,
and away of exercising relational power. The girls themselves explain their frequent talk about body and
appearance as something “typical” for girls and thus they use a discourse that circles them (as young women)
in order to make themselves understandable.

The second part of the analysis depicts how the female basketball players—in the locker room — before every
game construct similar and socially recognizable femal e bodies. These recurrent bodily practices are further
parts of the processes through which the girls construct gender and femininity. Additionally, in the second
part, the analysis show how the female basketball players — through verbal and bodily practices — transform
gender and convert femininity within sport and also how they, in game situations, embody two different
discourses: “ Girl Power” and “the insecure (sporting) girl” that encompass young (sporting) women.

One conclusion in the thesisis that discourses that surround young (sporting) females appear to be central in
their creation of gender identity. Furthermore, the (sporting) girls are active participants in the ongoing



debate regarding what (sporting) girls are, can be and should be.

JULIA RONNBACK (f. 1983) & verksam som idrottsforskare vid Malmo hogskola.
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